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“Behind Closed Doors” 

“As long as there is espionage, there will be Romeos seducing unsuspecting [targets] with 

access to secrets.”  Markus Wolf.  

 

     Prostitution and espionage are often referred to as the world’s oldest two professions.  While 

this might seem simplistic, there is much based on truth.  Historically, both women and men 

have used charm and charisma as tools for enticing and entrapping their vulnerable counterparts. 

In no other domain has this been more so, than that of espionage and intelligence.  It would be 

excusable to imagine that in today’s highly evolved and developed society that these last vestiges 

of the Cold War have disappeared. Nothing could actually be further from the truth. It appears 

that the older forms of espionage, particularly that of human intelligence (HUMINT) are 

enjoying a return.  Part of this resurgence is due to the ironic fact that increased and enhanced 

technology while having created protection for western states, has forced its enemies to return to 

older less subtle, and more vulnerable methods of penetration. According to a report by Phillip 

Knightley in Foreign Policy magazine, MI5 is worried about sex. In a 14-page report distributed 

last year [2009] to hundreds of banks, businesses and financial institutions, titled “The Threat 

from Chinese Espionage,” the famed British security service described a wide –ranging effort to 

blackmail Western businesspeople over sexual relationships.”
1
 

     The honeypot or honey trap phenomenon relies on using attractive male and female agents or 

subagents to lure strategically placed victims into their snare and in turn have them compromise 

secrets related to national security.  Probably the most well-known case in the history of honey 

traps, and not really of interest when considering true cases of the event, was the rather 

                                                
1 Knightley, Phillip. "The History of the Honey Trap." Foreign Policy, 2010: p.1. 
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implausible story of the unfortunate erotic dancer known as Mata Hari. One aspect of the Mata 

Hari case which does raise interest is the aspect of the often jumbled and confused loyalties, 

which arise when placed in such situations, and this for both persons involved. Even the most 

well-trained, patriotic and resilient case officer can be subjected to doubts and weaknesses and 

eventually become prey to an amorous onslaught. Nobody has been better at laying this sort of 

trap, historically, than the Soviets.  A plethora of attractive and patriotic women, who have been 

easy to blackmail, supplied and still supply the Soviet-Russian intelligence machine with suitable 

candidates.  In Soviet intelligence culture the female bait are referred to as “swallows” and the 

men as “ravens.”  Perhaps the most notable network of sexual manipulators, however, was that 

constructed by Markus Wolf, famed German spymaster and head of former East Germany’s 

“StadtsSicherheitsDienst,” or more commonly referred to as “Stasi.” According to Knightly, 

once again, Wolf set up a special department of the Stasi, East Germany’s security service, and 

staffed it with his most handsome, intelligence officers. He called them ‘Romeo spies.’”
2
  Those 

spies were responsible for the collection of a wealth of materials and classified information. 

They exceeded at their “work,” so much so that several victims who had been duped refused to 

believe the truth even after being confronted with irrefutable evidence.  According to one report 

by Sabotage Times, “At least forty women were eventually prosecuted for passing secrets to 

their lovers, who were in fact East German spies – and the lengths and brutality of the 

exploitation were shocking.” 
3
  The British MI5 apparently made use of a honey trap operation 

through the resources of the Eve Club on Regent Street, run by Helen Constantinescu a Belgian 

                                                
2
 Knightley, Phillip. "The History of the Honey Trap." Foreign Policy, 2010: p. 4 

 
3 Deeson, Martin. "Katia Zatuliveter and the Art of The Spy Honey Trap." Sabotage Times, 2011: p.4 Stock, Jon. "A 

'swallow' came to spy on us." The Daily Telgraph National Edition. London: The Daily Telegraph, December 11, 

2010. 
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refugee.
4
 The CIA has tended to deny the use of the honey trap in its intelligence operations, 

seeing coercion as an unproductive means for obtaining intelligence. However, should the 

occasion of sensitive or high level contacts arise from force of circumstances then the CIA would 

most likely attempt to recruit an interested party.  

     What is the motivation which pushes people to find themselves in such compromising and 

awkwardly embarrassing situations?  It is essential to remember the classical formula to best 

understand the machinations of a honey trap. Generally, the individual victims approached fit a 

specific profile. They tend to be shy introverts and shunned by their fellow workers and 

colleagues. There are often precursors which mark them as suitable targets for recruitment. In 

many cases there are personal, marital, and financial or professional problems plague the 

intended target. They have a need and the infiltrators recognize and answer that need.  The cases 

of Clayton Lonetree, John Vassall, Richard Miller and Gabriele Kliem, are just several isolated 

cases where their personal alienation and problems led them directly into the arms of their 

prospective recruiter. Examining numerous accounts of honey traps, several interesting facts 

become readily apparent.  Many of the individuals, at the time of their recruitment, had specific 

problems or indicators that should have set off alarm bells. A sense of misguided parochialism 

and denial combined to blind internal security to the impending disasters. In all four cases 

indicated above, there was a sense of isolation and abandonment on the part of the individual as 

well as a lapse in organizational security on the part of the authorities involved.  Oftentimes, the 

individual who is duped has other serious character flaws in addition to those of their wavering 

loyalty. Richard Miller was obese, having marital problems, inept at his work and on several 

                                                
4 Trahair, Richard C.S. "Honeytrap Operations." http://psi.praeger.com. n.d. 

http://psi.praeger.com.ezproxy2.apus.edu/doc.aspx?d=/books/dps/2000b57d/2000b57d-

p2000B57D9970127001.xml&browse=honey (accessed February 09, 2012). 
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occasions reprimanded for forgetting his office keys, gun or badge. He was slovenly in 

appearance and was selling Amway products from the trunk of his official vehicle. Additionally 

he had financial problems, attempting to support eight children, working weekend on a hopeless 

avocado farm, in addition to his own marital turmoil. He was also behind on his property taxes 

by $3,000. Finally, it was known that he pilfered candy bars from a local 7-11 shop using his 

badge. 
5
 With such multiple indicators Richard Miller might just as well have hung a placard 

around his neck saying “come recruit me, I’m a perfect candidate.” Richard Miller was 

eventually sentenced, after his third trial, as the first ever FBI agent to be convicted of espionage, 

along with his misguided handlers Svetlana Ogordnikov and her husband Nikolai. Two months 

after the arrest of Miller, Clayton Lonetree began his career as a spy, in 1985.  A very loose 

atmosphere at the US Embassy in Moscow, resulted in lax security, and numerous violations by 

the US Marine security detachment stationed there. Lonely, Clayton Lonetree, the first US 

Marine, ever convicted of espionage, was also convicted after turning himself into the CIA.
6
 The 

Soviets were turning up the heat it would appear and Robert Hansen was waiting in the wings. 

To conclude this section on motivations, it is important to point out that in nearly every case 

cited, there were additional inducements in addition to the sex, including the thrill of the game 

and financial compensation.  Both Miller and Vassall took substantial funds from their handlers.
7
 

Contrary to popular attitudes, promulgated by the liberal press, which show great latitude, 

oftentimes labeling these culprits as misguided, lonely or tragic, they were grown adults in 

                                                
5 "Counterintelligence Briefing Center." Department of Energy. n.d. 

http://www.hanford.gov/c.cfm/oci/ci_spy.cfm?dossier=51 (accessed February 08, 2012). 

 
6
 Eaton, William J. "Leathernecks in Moscow Ran Roughshod, Diplomats Say: 'Marine House' Seen Steeped in Sex, 

Liquor, Marijuana." Los Angeles Times, 1987: 3.; Counterintelligence Briefing Center." Department of Energy. n.d. 
http://www.hanford.gov/c.cfm/oci/ci_spy.cfm?dossier=72 (accessed February 07, 2012). 

 
7 Tweedie, Neil. "Vassall: Russians lured me into 'honeytrap.'." The Telegraph. London: The Daily Telegraph, June 

30, 2006. 
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positions of authority and vested trust. The truth is that these people, despite falling into set traps, 

were fully aware of the consequences of betraying that confidence. Additionally as mentioned 

many accepted additional pecuniary gains, thus compounding their guilt.  

     What about the perpetrators? Who are they and where do they come from and why do they do 

what they do? The KGB, during the period of the Cold War used many country girls and even 

ballerinas to set up honey traps for visiting foreigners. Standard practice included hardnosed 

coercion and threat of violence to the woman herself or her family. The intended western targets 

were not particularly difficult in fact they could be rather easy depending upon the nationality. 

Italians were seen as easy prey as were the British. According to Ken Silverstein, “The KGB 

believed the Americans were sex-obsessed materialists and that U.S. spies could easily be lured 

with the prospect of an easy lay.”
8
  The Scandinavians and Dutch were seen as more of a 

challenge.
9
 Part of the problem for the swallows or the ravens, was to try and compartmentalize 

their feelings and to justify their own amoral behavior. Some were successful, some were not, 

and others were killed for failing. Part of the job was no more complex than that of a good hotel 

bartender or an armchair psychologist. Initially, it was enough to indicate an interest in the most 

desperate of targets and then to gently guide them into a situation of professional manipulation. It 

is important to remember that these individuals were not working of their own accord, but were 

being, themselves, coached and guided by handlers usually referred to as “uncles.”  

     As if to put to test the expression that “life is often stranger than fiction,” several of the 

following selected cases illustrate to what depths the emotional, psychological and sexual 

                                                
8 Silverstein, Ken. "Sex and the C.I.A." Harpers Magazine, April 2007. 
 
9 Trahair, Richard C.S. "Honeytrap Operations." http://psi.praeger.com. n.d. 

http://psi.praeger.com.ezproxy2.apus.edu/doc.aspx?d=/books/dps/2000b57d/2000b57d-

p2000B57D9970127001.xml&browse=honey (accessed February 09, 2012). 
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manipulation can sink.  There have been several astonishing cases worth noting.  Until recently 

the thrust of such operations have been far and large the domain of the former soviets and the 

current Russians. The Chinese and the North Koreans have however, made strong new inroads 

with some astonishing cases, none was more bizarre than that of the French diplomat Bernard 

Boursicot, who was trapped by the Chinese. The fact that he was trapped was not strange; 

however Shi Pei Pu, a Chinese Opera Singer, working for Chinese intelligence passed himself 

off as a female and convinced Bouriscot that he was pregnant with his child! “The relationship” 

carried on for over 20 years before they were both arrested for espionage.  Either Monsieur 

Bouriscot, it would appear, was very near sighted or very naïve, or perhaps both. When he 

became aware of the facts he slit his own throat [unsuccessfully].  The world of seduction and 

manipulation seems to hold no boundaries or distinctions to sexual preference, and thus a low 

grade Clerk, John Vassall, was recruited after having been filmed and blackmailed over a 

homosexual orgy, in 1954. He continued to spy for Moscow until his arrest and eventual 

conviction seven years later. A multi-tiered blackmail was used against John Vassall. As 

homosexuality was illegal, in both Great Britain and the USSR, at the time of his tryst, he was 

threatened with criminal consequences. To further force the nail of manipulation ever deeper, he 

was further threatened with personal exposure to his mother and professionally to his superiors. 

Another homosexual escape led Daily Telegraph Moscow correspondent Jeremy Wolfenden, 

into a spiraling circle of espionage, serving as a homosexual double agent, until his death at age 

31.
10

  

     One of the most amazing facts that come up time and again in each of these cases is the lack 

of clear evidence or a solid case. In many instances sentences have been shortened or drastically 

                                                
10 Knightley, Phillip. "The History of the Honey Trap." Foreign Policy, 2010: p. 3-4 
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reduced due to flawed investigative techniques or inappropriate procedures.  This was the case in 

the Lonetree, Miller, Stonecross and Zutliveter cases among others. Several possible conclusions 

can be derived from such serious shortcomings: 

 The security services are not doing their work correctly, or have rushed the cases to 

obtain a conviction. 

 

 The deception operation is so successful that it is impossible to uncover 

 There really was no intrigue and the affair was a simple misguided adventure 

 Both participants are guilty and are mutually covering for one another.  

     Proof that honey traps have not died and may, in fact, be returning at an alarming rate is 

evidenced by regular new discoveries.  As recently as 2008 a female Swedish officer, attached to 

KFOR in Kosovo, was found guilty of having passed secret documents to her Serbian 

spy/lover.
11

 In 2006 The British Defence Attaché, stationed in Islamabad, was recalled when it 

was discovered that he had been entertaining a relationship with a female local national, who 

turned out to be an intelligence agent.
12

  In 2011 One of Gordon Brown’s senior aides suffered 

an apparent honey trap operation. While visiting a disco in Shanghai, it would appear that the 

hapless aide got shanghaied in Shanghai. The following morning after his little tryst, his 

blackberry, ironically, turned up missing. This could, theoretically, allow an external agent to 

gain access to all number 10 Downing Street’s e-mails. One of the most recent events surrounds 

the attractive young Russian Katia Zatuliveter, who had relations with Dutch and German 

diplomats as well as a long standing relationship with MP Mike Hancock. While Ms. Zatuliveter 

admits to having had sexual relations with all three men ages 30 something, 50 something and 69 

                                                
11 O'Mahony, Paul. "Swedish soldier fed Secrets to Serbian lover." The Local Sweden. Stockholm: The local.se, May 

17, 2007. 

 
12 Deeson, Martin. "Katia Zatuliveter and the Art of The Spy Honey Trap." Sabotage Times, 2011.  p.2 
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respectively she claims that it was merely out of love and personal and professional admiration. 

Whatever the reasons, the situation of personnel in positions of high security frequenting an 

attractive and bright young Russian citizen, trained at Saint Petersburg (training grounds of the 

SVR) University, should raise not only eyebrows,  but questions about impropriety as well as 

security risks. One of the most controversial and misunderstood cases of a possible [and quite 

probable] honey trap is that of Katrina Leung.  She travelled to the U.S., on a Taiwanese 

passport, and eventually became, ostensibly, a dangle for a PRC counterespionage operation with 

the code name Parlor Maid. In 2003, however, Katrina Leung was arrested along with J.J. Smith 

and Bill Cleveland, both FBI agents who had been maintaining a sexual relationship with the 

highly paid Katrina Leung, who, in turn was turning secret information over to the PRC. Agent 

I.C. Smith [no relation] in his book “Inside” depicts Leung as a highly motivated “‘dragon lady,’ 

in that she would do whatever necessary to accomplish her goals…”
13

 J.J Smith got off with a 

slap on the hand in light of the number of serious offenses committed and even got to retain his 

ill-gotten gains in the form of his pension. Bill Cleveland also was beyond reach having already 

retired by the time of the inquiry. Like so many other examples already mentioned within the 

body of this research there were very few stringent measures taken in response to the situation.  

As Smith so aptly, points out “But there seems to be an attempt by the Department of Justice, for 

the case to just go away.”
14

 

     To summarize, the contents of this research, have covered the various aspects of the honey 

trap and various operations based upon this technique. Many of the motivations and dangers 

have been underlined. This is a real and recurrent threat to national security and needs to be 

                                                
13 Smith, I.C. Inside. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2004. p. 124-126 

 
14 Ibid p. 125 
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properly addressed. It is not by ignoring it that it will disappear and go away. As long as men and 

woman are in positions of responsibility with access to secrets concerning national security, there 

will be sexual espionage and manipulation. There are measures which can be taken to enhance 

safety and security however. Greater awareness such as the memo sent out by MI5 is a promising 

initiative. Further, it must be realized that it is not only those in positions of national security that 

are at risk, but industrial, political and economic figures as well. Silverstein emphasizes this well 

when he writes, “So when does sex become a problem? The CIA conducts background checks 

and administers periodic polygraph tests to try to ferret out anything that might make undercover 

officers vulnerable to blackmail. “
15

 Great vigilance on the one hand combined with enhanced 

security on the other will do much to help minimize these threats. However, it should be 

emphasized that the aloof and distant contact of the past is a distinct threat for the possibility of 

recruitment. A more social environment, leading to greater integration, might be one possible 

solution. The task of every individual, particularly within the IC, must be to constantly be aware 

of their surroundings and report suspect behavior which might otherwise be overlooked.  Finally 

it behooves the leadership to make regular, honest and complete evaluation of its personnel. It 

should not be forgotten the greatest strength can easily become the greatest weakness and the 

greatest enemy the one that comes from within.  

 

 

 

 

                                                
15 Silverstein, Ken. "Sex and the C.I.A." Harpers Magazine, April 2007.p.1 
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